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13 Mevch 1958

MEMORANDIM FOR: Chalrman, Task Force 16
SUBJECT: gontribution to Task Force 16 Btudy

MAP LIBRARY DIVISION, ORR

A, The Map Library Division is pasically & reference service.

B. It is recommended that the Map Library Division, slthough
basically s reference sexrvice, should remain an integral part of the
Geographic Research Area, CRR. The reasons for this conclusion are
the following!

1. The Map Library is an integrol component of the
Geographic Research Area, with well-established, close working
relstionships vith the other GRA divisions. These include
caresr progression of employees in the geographic field, and
broad use of competent geographers for Map Library work in
giving research and cempllation support, supperting the
procurement activities and in providing data on numercus
gubjects relative to map reference work. For the geographic
and cavtographic activities, the Msp Library Division provides
the sspential tools of geographic and cartographic work. Thelr
procurement, yrocessing, and svailability must be primarily
responsive to the naeds of these principal users. Separation
of the Map Library from the Geographic Research Ares would
gericuely damage an aeffectively operating, wall-roundad
geographic intelligence effort.

2. fThe Msp Librery Division 15 corrsctly located
organizationally in that it is directly associated with
the cartographic and geographic producing compenents. It
nes been found, throngh experience, that poliey direction of
s wap reference facility must be thoroughly goordinated and
imbegrated with the needs of geographic and cartographic work.
Precedent for this type of crganizational location is found in
the Avsy Msp Service, the Hydrographic Office, the Aercusutical
Chart & Information Center, the Geological Survey, Coast and,
Geodetic Survey, snd the Board on Geographic Namea. The Coast
and Geodetic Survey in recent years sctuslly decentralized
itbrery facilities in order to assocliste the map facility with
the cartographlc producing unit.
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3. Under the Gaographic Research Area, the HMap Library
Divislon has grown, developed, and become the best spacial
wubject map library known to exist anywhere in the world and
has built an envisble record of satisfactory servicing of
resesrchers .

b. The Geographic Research Aves is the major consumer of
Map Library services.

5+ The proposed location of the Map Libdrary Division in
the pew bullding -- where it will be Physically adjscent to the
CCR reference services -~ will not only meet the recomsendations
of the consultants but, 1t is estimated, will also treble or
quadruple Map Library business. Physical sdjacency and & single
mﬁrme peint can be accomplished without changing organizational
i Snment; .

6. The adminietration of OCR has nothing positive to offer
relstive to the functioning of the Mep Librery as a part of the
organization of the cenmtral reference service. The maximum gain
for all concerned 1z to be found in the retention of the numerous
demongirated sdvanteges inhavent in organizational sssociation of
the Mep Library Division with the Geographlc Research Ares. These
sdvantages have been demonstroted during the past eleven years in
the Agency. There is every reason to believe that the gain of
additionsl opportunities for servicing that will result from
Pysical sdjacency in the new building will fulfill all of the
requirements of intelligence resesrchers and other consumers for
uap services within the concept of & central relerence point.
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